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3U Turing th s spring of 1958 Q prided oat 

the float of a propo sod series of air opera w.ons over Albania involving 
the dropping of useful articles fear propaganda purposes In tbs naise 
of the National Cored tte® for free Albania* Shortly thereafter, 
the Albanian Premier, Barer Hatha, announced that poisoned food 
had bean dropped by Albanian war criminals and reactionaries who 
wars using facilities placed at their disposal by Anglo-American 
imperialists* this accusation coincided with the height of the 
Goisnunlst bacteriological warfare campaign against the United 
States* Available evidence indicated that the impact of this 
campaign tm the Albanian population was negligible. Since it was 
appreciated, however, that food contaminated fey the ecumenists them- 
selves could be used os "evidence" to support their charges, all 
article drops for propaganda purposes were cancelled, although 
reports from within Albania indicated that the first drop had met 
with considerable success* 
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2* At the time the ban on propaganda supply drops was Imposed, 
the British, whose Albanian operations are closely coordinated with 
our ore, spread to postpone similar drops out of deference to the 
CIA position, al though no similar ban had been recommended by the 
British Foreign Office* On the contrary, it was the belief of SIS 
that suspension of there drops might be construed as a tacit admission 
of the correctness the charges* It has ale?? been the opinion of this 
M vision that cur failure to continue these drops amounted to a 
surrender of initiative at the first evidence of Ccsuaunist sensitivity 
to a successful operation* 

3* The BWIINB ( ~~\h&a recently received 

another query -fro® tJSRSritiah regarding theilftlng of the ban 
inasmuch as they hove prepared a large supply of article containers 
which they wish to drop in the none of the National Geomrlttee for 
free Albania. In view of this request, it is believed that the 
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moment is opportune to reconsider the suspension decision in an 
effort to ^terminal 

a* Whether CIA should maintain Its request to SIS that 
A 0 propaganda supply drops bo mads) 

b. Whether CIA would prefer that SIS drop only Inedible 
articles such as needles and thread) 

e, Whether GIA and SIS may recommence propaganda supply 
drops of all kinds into Albania) 

d. Whether CIA should recommence drops of inedible articles 

only* 

U« In view of the reported effectiveness of these drops and 
the virtual suspension of the Communist bacteriological warfare 
campaign, it Is the recommendation of this Division that the ban 
on propaganda supply drops of ell kinds be lifted immediately in 
order to permit both ourselves and the British to proceed with 
this type of operation. 
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